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LEE FRIEDLANDER’S PEOPLE WORKING PHOTOGRAPHS AT THE CMA 

INDUSTRY AND PHOTOGRAPHY mGmAGmS CMA COLLECTION 

(Cleveland, OH) A recent series by the internationally known photographer Lee Friedlander 
will be on exhibit at the Cleveland Museum of Art in the show People Working: Photo- 
graphs by Lee Friedlander, November 16, 1997 to March 1, 1998. The exhibition features 
50 black-and-white photographs of Cleveland people at their daily jobs, a photographic essay 
commissioned by The George Gund Foundation for its 1995 annual report. Admission is free. 

For almost 40 years, Friedlander has documented what he describes as “the American 
social landscape and its conditions” in an understated (but keenly observant) manner. His 
fascination with people at work grew into exploration of this theme in 1979, when he photo- 
graphed factory workers in western Pennsylvania and eastern Ohio for a commission from 
the Akron Art Museum, resulting in a traveling exhibition and book. Factory Valleys (1982). 
Subsequently, he created groups of pictures of people building supercomputers {Cray at 
Chippewa Falls, 1987) and of computer operators staring at their monitors (exhibited in 1988 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge). These experiences made him a 
natural choice for the Gund Foundation’s annual report. 

In the fall of 1995, Friedlander made two trips to Cleveland, photographing 19 
different businesses and institutions. Typical of his approach, he made a large number of 
negatives, exposing 250 rolls of black and white film using a medium-format Hasselblad 
camera (214 x 214 inch negative). From the 3,000 negatives, he selected 250 to be made into 
11x14 inch prints (1014 inch square image area), from which 49 were chosen for publication 
in the annual report. This exhibition contains those 49 images plus one more, all skillfully 
printed by the artist, a master technician who still produces all his finished prints. 
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Curator of contemporary art and photography Tom E. Hinson elaborates: 

Each image generally concentrates on one figure intensely involved with performing 
some aspect of his or her job. Although the photographs appear to have a casual, 
snapshot quality to them, they are complex statements. Friedlander divides the picture 
plane in many different ways, especially favoring bold diagonals and unusual fore- 
shortening of shapes. With the foreground and background both in focus, a flatness is 
suggested that contradicts the sense of deep space implied by the objects with their 
striking forms and intricate textures placed in front of the workers. The viewer must 
sort out this dense, often ambiguous, orgy of visual information. These works attest 
to Friedlander’ s versatility in organizing his compositions and his sharp eye for the 
unnoticed. 

Friedlander’ s work has been exhibited in major museums in the U.S. and abroad and assembled into 
13 critically acclaimed books. He has received three John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
fellowships as well as the prestigious “genius” award from the MacArthur Foundation. His People 
Working photographs are among the latest in a series of thematic projects. This exhibition is orga- 
nized by Tom Hinson and by guest curator Mark Schwartz. 

The historical and artistic precedent to Friedlander’ s pictures is explored in the companion 
exhibition Industry and Photography; Selections from the Permanent Collection. As photogra- 
phy matured from its infancy to its modem state of technical refinement and social pervasiveness, 
industry also evolved from a scattering of isolated centers into the driving force of Western society. 
The 60 photographs in this show convey the intersections of the influential forces of industry and 
photography as they grew and changed from the 1850s to the present. Subjects range widely, includ- 
ing urban landscapes, mills, factories, railroads, huge public works projects, and images of workers. 
In the history of the medium, many great photographers have turned their lenses to themes of indus- 
try, and many are included in this exhibition, among them Berenice Abbott, Edward Baldus, Use 
Bing, Margaret Bourke-White, Andreas Feininger, Lee Friedlander, Lewis Hine, Andre Kertesz, 
Cervin Robinson, August Sander, Toshio Shibata, Paul Strand, Minor White, and Gary Winogrand. 
Industry and Photography was organized by Tom Hinson. Admission is free to this exhibition as 
well. 
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